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‘Test report on the
Devon Eurovette

For daytime une and travelling, there is
a single roar-lacing seat backing onio the
drivers seay and opposita this iz a bench
saat for two or thrag people zcross the
width of the vehicle. The backrest of the
single soat delaches and con be used as
a stool for an extra porson-at the dining
tube.

The table itself is stored between the
single seat and the side of tha van in 2
narmow goap. This keeps it neatly oot of tha
way. When you nesd 1o put the table up,
you ¢can hnd the legs clipped 1o the rear
pillare of the vehicle, agan well sut of the
way, These scraw into the ynderside of
the teble and it is then slotted firmly into
a littmg on the gide of the van batwean
the Beotls.

For use insida like this, the table neads
one leg. but you can alsp take it outs
side, scraw In four legs, and ding in the
open Bir where you are obviously not so
limited for spaca, Tho table, like the other
surfaces In the rewr of the van, hazs an
aasy-to-kesp-clean melamine top which Is
both scratch and haat resisiant,

Wendy Hilder gives
it a close inspection

Sleeping
fhe sleepng accommodation consists
of two full length bunks in the roof and
a doubla bed ‘downstairs’. Tha bunks gre
tapered towards the front o the wvehicle
50 88 [0 anpblo you 1o chmb up and down
whyn both bunks &re in position. The
space-at-tRg Thad 6nd between the two
bunks is too narmow o do this. These
bunks are long onough for two adults to
gieap in ‘foirly” comiortably, but chiidren
are @ bener size o use them

The double bed is made up by convert-
ing the bench seat to lie fist laval with

thee saction right at the back. The bed is
extremely comfortable, baing aimost the
whole width of the vehicla excapt Tor the
ampount of raom taken up by the sink and
rafrigerator units. Agoin, the bed is very
simple to sst up with the leg supports
unfolded from underneath the seat when
It s pulled sut,

As for the kitchen eguipment in this
model, apart fram tha ‘fridge there is also
a cooker, a sink, and § crockary storage
basket. Tho gtainless steel cooker consists
o two burnors, & gnll with grill tray, a
splash guard right round thréa sides, and
a chroma plate rack which slots inta the
splash guard above the burmers, Under-
neath the gnll section is a storage
cupboard

FThe antira cookar unlt can be BwWung
through 30 degrees and fixed by a shding
bolit i the foar so that 1 can be used
from outside tha vehicle. This is possible
bacausy the cooker is situated st behind

@ The coocker can either be used inside the van, or if you have an swning or just plain
warm weather. it can be used aurside,

The Devon Eurovette is a quality motor
based on the Volkswagen 1600ce Kombi
and produced by Devon Conversions
Lid of Sidmouth. It is probably the hast
equipped of the conversions brought out
by this company, the most significamt in-
novation being the Electrolux gas/12 voly

refrigerator which is now avalisble as an
optional extra on the Eurovette only.
The model wa tested had the elevating

roof which has been patented by Devon
Conversions and allows full standing head-
room plus Two bunks, branging the nember
of berths up 1o four. The roof has 8 heavy
duty fibréglass top with two air vents and
reinforced plastic sidés, It is =0 designed
A% o minimise noise ang  gondensetion,

It i&s wery guick and simpla 1o erEct since
this process iz aided by spring  loaded
meial tubing fixed to the supporis.

the passanger seat, facing backwards, and
can thorefore wither be used msida or
swung round thmough the sliding side
aoor and used outside. Anothar advantage
of this, apart lrom leaving more room
inside, iz that the cooker is Bl a8 mora
sensiblg heighy lor r;qa};ma-—}rgu Wwon i
get backscha just from making the tea ™

Tha Electrolux “Indge, an optional exfra,
wias inatalled in the model we tested and



was situated opposite the cooker on the
other swe of the sliding door, undamsath
the sink. This would certainly be s boon
when you take the vehicle on holiday
and happen 1o be fortunate enough 1o
have hot weather — it does, after all,
gliminate tha maoltan bulter problem which
sgems 10 occur ng matter how careful
you aré 1o keep the packets caol,

This 12 valt ‘fridge is designed to run
off the car batiery while you are driving
along. and can be- switched over 1g a
camping gaz cyknder when the vehicls is

tationary, Should the gas pilot light go
wut tor some reason the gas will turn itself
off so there is no safety hazard,

The sink is above the ‘fridge end is
stinnless steel with a dreining board,
The faucet is on a wirtually unlversal pivot
g0 can be folded down Inte the wunit
when the hd is ciosed dunng transit. On
tha side of the sink unit is the butlon
1o slan the electric pump. This pumps
water into the faucet from the five gallon
water confainer which Is stored in the
unit next to the sink under the crockery
rack. Also in this unit is a one gallan
reservé container, Both of these two units
have smiurt orange hinged lides which ara
held up by a strap and press stud during
uae,

Storage space in this model exists

undss both the bench and single seat and
there I8 also a locker at the back in the
ool — this is not avalable in those
models withaut the cleveting roem. A
wardroba is situaled between the driver's
gseat and the rear-facing seat providing
enough space for those items which need
to be hung up. A food storage cuphoard
is under the cocker unit,

Good privacy

Tha curtaing ara hald back dunng the
gay with press studs and draw all the
way round the wvan st night sfording
complete privacy. They sttach to each
other with Velcro fastaning &80 that no
gapas neod appear. The curtaing in our
model were made out of an orange pat-
torngd molenel to match the work sur-
feces and the ssats were covered in 8
subtié boige material. Altogether a gquiet
yet good-looking colour schama, a wel-

QOME r.-imnrge from some rather more
gaudy combinations we have gaan.

On the road, the wehicle generally
handlad wall, and all the dﬂ'*-'iﬂi eontrols

wera easy to get used to, Tha indi-
cator stalk on the left hand side of the
stearing column &so operoted the full
headlights, while a comesponding stalk
on tha other side of the steering column
operated the windscreen wipers at two
speads plus the windscrean washars, On
the doshboard are the switch for the
lights and the heater controls. The heater,
ingidentally, did not seam to be partiou-
larly offective, but, 1o bas fair, we did teat

the vehicla over an extremely cold winter

weekend so it ig difficult to judge.
The driving ssat position s adjustebie

The Deven Eurr..'u_utl‘ﬂe s marketod by
Devon Conversions Lid, Alexandria

Works, Sidmouth, Davon,

those hoilter chmates it can be
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@ The engine is locstad at the rear of the motor.coravan, Picture also shows the
specially dosigned storage space for the spare cylinder should you bhe taking one

farwards and backwards but there ls no
WA _that vou gan avoid sitting above the
steering wheal- in bush driver fashion.

This, however, ig surprisingly gagy to get

used 10, and it has its advantages In that
you get an excellent view of the rosd

Ahead. It it wia 19 use the eide mirars
65 well 25 the interior mirror for roar

~Yigw 23 il i§ easier 10 judge just what ig

@ The Iridge which fits neatly under the sink is an optional extra. but if you are going to
vary useful. The button on the sink side starts the pump

@ The seat jolds down ta make & fuxurious double bed, The attractively patterned cur-
taing draw right round the van windoivs and silach with
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Velcra for  privacy
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seat belts but nothing else particularly
unusual about the driver's compartment.

Considering the Volkswagen 1600

Kombi i 2 relativaly small van for cons

version purposas, we were mosi rl'l'lF-l.'“—
sed by the amount of thought which has
gona il'r'iiﬁ the Jtlim and positioning of
the fittings. Thera ic the utmoet seanamy
of Spaco whilet rataining a look of aam.



