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Chris Burlace testing

friend who owns an elderlby VW

motar caravan and is also a great

sailing enthusiast puts it nicely
whin he says: “These Caravettes don't
accelerate, they gather way!” Lack of
performance is something one sccepts in
d motor caravan in exchange for its many
other merits, but there are many Limes
when | long Tor something mare than the
B0 bhp churned out by the 1600 unit in
my own ‘wan to propel its ang-znd-a-half
tons. Meedless to say, therefore, | did not
have to be asked twice when offered the
loan of one of Devon's Eurovertes with
the latest 2-litre enging option,

Originally a 1967 Dovon Microbus
conversion, boughtin 1971 with 50,000
on the clock, provided aur introductinn
to motar caravanning and soan had us
‘hooked”, It was a wonderful vehicle,
combining the solid reliahility of the YW
with tough craftsman-made furniture
which could take all the knocks of camp-
ing and nquickly come up like new after &
quick sanc and a coat of varnish.

However, design-wise those garlier
COMWETSICTS WETE not our cup of tea. The
bed arrangement was not the most com-
fortable for larger mortals, th pocket
handxerchiet floor space remaining when
the bed was in use cause endless contor-
tions when dressing or undressing, and
tha lack of a walk-thraugh 1o the cab
necessitated an inelegant scramble betwean
cab and living area,

We solved those problems, savad monsy
and beat the imposition of tax en motor
caravans by building our own conversion
on a new van early in 1973 (described
indetail in the May, June, July and
August 1974 issues of Safer Motoring].

More recent Devoens have under-
gone a transformation in interior
layout, vet have retained the
gxcellence of materials and work-
manship which brought the company
its reputation.

Examining the new generation Devons,
Devonettes and Eurcvettes, on camp
sitas and at the various shows, | have heen
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EXTRA 20 BHP MAIES
DEVON'S EUROVETTE
FASTER AND SAFER

canvinced that they had found a practical
layautr, How would it turm out in a pro-
longed test?y

We journeyed down from Hertfor -
shire to pick un the Surovetts from Devon's
factory ot Sidrmouth, Well into autumn,
and hardiy the height of the haliday
scagzon. Heavy rain accompanied us for
much ot the way bt by the time we
reachiod Davon the sun had been brouaght
out to greet us. One af Devon’s staff cheer -
fully came out on 8 Saturday afternocn
to hand over the vehicle and make sure
thal we wera Fami har with it.

We wondered how the Eurauette would
cope with swallowing all the paraphernalia
wihich, fram long practics, we manage Lo
cram into our own ‘van. We nesd not have
weorned. It all went in and looked no more
and no less untidy than usuall

Ihz BEurovetta has the usual locker
under the rear bench seat, another
spacivus locker under the single redr-
facing seat behind the driving seat, and a
capacious wardrohe sited between those
twio soats with access thiough a door
cpening on to the walkthrough.

There is additional storage in a roof
focker at the rear, while food is stored in
an avaporalive cooler ot located baneath
the sink on the nearside. A refrigerator
can be fitted as an alternative to the coaler
at extra cost,

To the rear of the stainless steel

sink and drairer unit, which is con-

veniently sited beside the rear seat,

is 3 special crockery storage basket

and below it the five-gallon water

tank. This feeds the folding faucet

in the sink via a Whale electric pump.

Bedding and other itzms for which no
nthar hame can be found can be stowen
in the largz wall behind the rear seat.
Smaller items, however, hed an untortunats
knack of disappear ng down the slog inie
the underzeat locker,

Tidiness isa vitug in.mMotor caravanmers,
and its presenece o absence in Eurovette
owwriers can soon be gauged by a glance
through the rear window of their 'van!

The extra powsar of the two-litre engine
wigs immediately apparent on driving the
Super Evrovette, The clutch action is
heavier than on the 1600 versions; presum-




ably the cluteh has been beefed-up ta
handle the extra power.

Take oft is smooth with acceleration
which amazes thosz aceustomed to
‘ordinary” Type 2 vehicles, with less fuss
from the engine; the Tlinal drive ratic has
been reduced from 5.43:1 10 4.57:1, so
reducing revs i all the gears.

Power is, in Fact, increased from 50
to 70 DIN bhp and torgque from 74.5 to
98.6 Ib fr without a significant increase in
engine rpm.

The extra bhp in the tail makes

the 2-litre Type 2 VWV a safer vehicle

to drive. Overtaking is markedly

improved with usable maxima of 400

and 60 mph available in second and

third gears respectively.,

Surprisingly top gear performance
appears to be only marginally better than
with the 1600 engine and the vehicle still
only ‘gathers way'.

Providing that a good spead i5 built up,
however, it is possible 1o hold on to top
far longer on gradients. In the lower gears
hill climbing performance shows a startling
improvement and nobady could label the
big-engined Euravette 5 ‘snail’.

Ar 70 mph the 2-litre Earovette
cruised quietly and seemed to have plenty
in hand, The quoted toep spead is 79 mph
but | would not be surprised if a far betier
figure could be attained.

However, the extra performance
has to be paid Tor. Qur mix of driving
conditions was far from ideal =
plenty of hills, stops and starts,
third gear work on twisting lanes
and a couple of long runs on the 438
at the legal limit, and a resulting
consumption of around only 17-

18 mpag.

An additional benafit which comes
when one pays £336 Tor the 2-litre package
Is seryo brakes, These eing aboul g very
marked reduction in the pedal pressures
nzeckad tostop the ton-and-a-half plus of
vehicle and passengers, while being
progressive and with plenty of feel.

| volz this the best of the, admittedly
few, servo-brgked vehicles | have driven,

Radial tyres are also ‘ncluded in the
‘package price” and bring improvements
in readhelding which, onee expericnood,
no Type 2 owner will wish to be without.

The delights of the hig-enginad
Eurovette as 3 vehicle on the road were
vETY QUickly sporeciated, but how would
it measure up as 8 caravan? We drove an
from Sidmouth through Exeter and
regained the coast again at Dawlish
where we found a camp site. The first job
Was 1o put up the raising roof.

(

Sensibly sited and

Devan'y copker unir -
efficient,

Cur own ‘van is not fitted with an
clevating roof because another inch in
height wiauld prevent it squeesing into our
garage! The extra hearroom of the Devoa
root was an unaccustomed lusury, Raising
e roof required quile a strong push but
wias relatively 2asy and straightforward.
The root has a glass fibre top and fabric
sides and the top is well insulated with
hardioard and a sandwich of pelystyrene,

Our first night in the ‘van braught
wind and rain to give the roof a
thorough test. We had been worried
about drumming on the roof top
and flapping of the fabric sides in
the wind, hut our fears were soon
allayed for everything was commen-
dably quiat,

; Rt - SR
frewdcfiost for twe — and plenty of efbow
space
The sides of the roof are a particularly
good featurs, heing made of & very strong
and heawy reinforoed plastic which looks
as if it could last for over.
A eonstant problem with late or early
SCASON CAMPing is interior condansation.
We ware pleased 1o find that the Eurovette,
in addition to the double Touwed window
fitted to the front offside, had v roal
ventilators. We still suffered condensation
traubles hut I'm sure they would have
been waorse but for the excellent ventilation.
However, the top-af-the-range Eurovette
is based an the WYW Kombi and thus has
nu insulating thim around the metal
surrounds of the windows, and this leads
to water streaming from the metal as well
as the glass surfaces.




EUROVETTE

Continued from Page 17

Idezally an all-seasons motor
caravan should have complete

interior trim and double glazing —

but such a feature is a rarity in

Eritain and only to be found in

vahicles in the £6,500 plus bracket.

Essentially a mator caravar is a vehice
fow sleeping ‘n, 5o no vehigle can gain a
qood rating unless the main bed is com-
[ortatile and easy to erect, The Devon
bed system gains very high marks: A lift
and & pul! of the front of the bench seat
calses it to extend and Torm a continuous
platform level with the engine dechk. :

Two suppaorts then fold down to brace
the extended section on Lhe front of the
pncer-seat tockar, The bed is over six fect
long and nearly four foot wide,

Three cushions, one permanently in
place on the engine deck and the others
from the bench seat, torm the sleeping
surface, The foam is thick and firm and
covartd ina warm stiractive material
which blends we |l with the rosewood
finish of the furniture

The joints between the cushions
were spaced ideally with respact to my
anatomy and | slept even better than
in our own van. Sandra, my wife,
howeyer, being six inches shorter
found the joints ot critical positions
and was less comfortable,

Thiz is one of those compromisa
gituations which waould be solved by one-
piece cushions for the bed, and is impossi:
Lle to arrangs in any reasonable VW layout,
On a more practical note Sandra was
critical of the decorative buttoning on
the cushions, which would mzake the
covers ditficult to remove for cleaning.

Stainloss wiee! sink it with food slokage
wird erive

Sleeping accommadation Tor two
ehildren or szl adults (slim but not
necessarily short] is provided by two roof
munks in the Eurovette. They disappear
~emarkably Debind press stud fastenad
covers when not in use but are zasily
folded out.

Being tapered towards the foot
ends they leave space for clambering
in, without the precarious twWo-on-a-
bunk sityation necessary on some
conversions | have seen to permit the
second occupant to unfold his bunk
and then seramble across to it
Our daughter, Susan, at twao-and-a-hall,

was too young to trust inoa roofl bunk, so
we titted up the cab bunk which Devon
can supply as an optional extra. Thig is
slung belwesan Lo spring-loaded poles
which fit into holes in tho screen pillars
and door pillars.

Fitting the rear polewas a it of a
strugale and had to be done with both

anct pasy Titting, and is supported at the
auter end by a single Telding leg. Untortun-
ately the talle on the lean ‘van easily shid
aut of the Witesse fitting al nounvenient
moments — no doubt a result of straining
the strip by overloading.

Basicatly we approved of the layout
and cnoice of Tittings in the Eurovelts,
although it did not fit our needs like our nn
own van, tailonnade to our particular
requirements and fitting us after four
yewrs like o well-lovad pair of old shoes!

But the commarcial converter has

to produce something which appeals

10 8 wide range of buyers. That |

think Devon have undoubted|y

achiered.

T those who have been motor cara:
vanners before, and to the novice who
has done his homework and askad the
right people the right guestions befare
making a purchase, there are some little
points which are important.
Devon have aaid attention to these,
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Upper berth — just vight fora ehdld of wry age, ool a bit of an edventure.

donrs open, but the bunk onoe erected
provides a safe and spacious area for the
wounger child.

Kitchen facilities in the Eurovette are
aderuate for avehicle of i1s size, The two
burner and arill cooker is located on top
of o cabinet, behind the passenger seat,
in which is stored the gas bottle, leaving
room for a few oots and pans.

The cooker is fitted with a fold-
away splash guard with a plate rack
incorporated, and in fine weather
can be swung out for use outside the -
‘wan.

The rear tacing seat, which is fitted
with a folding section Lo form a fourth
spat for dining, arovides a suitable olace
place for the cook to sit.

Melaming work surfaces form lids over
bhoth the sink unit and the crockery starzge
basket and together with the 1able and
the removable top over the cooker
provides plenty of working darea. As s
usual with Devons, & variety of screvy-in
legs are supplied to enable the dining table
1o be used outside the vehicle if requirad
and to parmit the cooker top to ssrve as
a work surface even when the cooker is
used 'n tha out-otwan position.

Inside the “van the table slots inlo a
Viresse strip on the wall, making for quick

Protective plastic roging 1o protect the
vulnerahle comers of farniture. Vinyl
cushion floor, non-slip and easy (o vwipe
clean from campsite mud.

Cupboard catches, rither concealed with
access through neat s'eeved holes or
impulse operated, which will not yield az
a crict-cal momenl Lo spill out the con-
tents of lockers, nor cateh in ones clothes,

Flame retardant curtains (but
please arrange a separate one for the
back window, the tailgate hinges
intruda and make an all-round-
the-van system impractical).

& really good fluorescent light.

Thesa little features set the seal on

a well thought out product.

If you have £4,000 plus to spend ook
at the Eurovette rangs; a fixed roct con-
version on the Type 2 van is £4,029,
recommandad retail price, and top of the
range is the Kombi-based "van with eleve-
tina rocf at £4,475,

To reglly enjoy vour driving as well as
your camping apt for the 2-litre angine
package — if you haven't driven a Tyoe 2
with 70 hiorses in the back you haven't
livecd! You mignt have 1o givie up a few
little luxuries To pay for the extra pewal,
bul that’s just exchanging one luxury for
another.




