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Volkswagen Devon

Eurovette

Comfort, quality

~-but short on space

by Chris Goffey

MOTOR, caravan con-
version of the Volkswagen
van iz ome of the best

known — and most sought after —
conversions on the market. The
combination of quite exceptional
ride comfort and ease of control,
allied to the Volkswapen reputa-
tion for mechanical reliability
swings many buyers towards it.

However, the Volkswagen has
several major detractions over
more normal van conversioos.
Because of the engine position,
the mear door and unobstructed
working space available in the
back of conventional vans are
lost, and a far bigger proportion
of potential living, sating and
slesping space i= sacrificed to
driving and mechamical com-
partments in the VW than in
comparable vehicles. The rear-
engine layout means that the
YW has to have & central sliding
door, and in the vearsion we
tried, Volkswagen's own con-
wersion called the Eurovette,

this sliding door could ot be
opened easily when the cooker
was opened up. The door also
nesded a heavy push to close it
properly, and this invarably
awakened sleeping childran in
the evening.

Everything seems so much
more cramped in the Volks-
wagen, and as the cookiog and
preparing of a meal has to take
place in the centre of the van,
tather than down in the back
end of it, it is easy for tempers
io [ray when children or other
occupants want to climb in and
out. The awvailable cupboard
space i3 also curtailed by the
rear-engine layout.

Accommodation in the Eoro-
vatte consists of two front seats,
the driver’s being adjustabla for
rake and fore and aft adjnstment,
sgparated by & storage box
covered with two loose cushions.
At first glancs it would appear
that thiz could be used as a

child’s seai, but in fact the
backrest cushion is just stood
in place and thees is nothing to
support it. A stegl rail however,
hoops over il, and we found
thizs convenient for anchoring
the straps of & child safety seat.
The front seats are finished in a
woven plastic material which
proved comfortable and cool.
The driving position is good,
and the really excellent cide of
the vehicle contributes (¢ a high
degree of driver comfort over
Tong distances.

In front of the passenger is a
commodious locker that is not
equipped with a lockable lid.
Behind the front seats is the
cooker on one gide, and a rear
facing single seat on the other.
Thiz regr facing seat is quile
comfortable with a built-in head
rest, but is rather upright for
long journevs. It was in foct
more comforiable if one erected
the table and leant forward on

that. The cooker is incorporated
into a cupboard umit, and the
whaole thing pivots to swing right
outside the van and lock in
position if reguired {see photo-
graph). It has a complicated
hood that ercets to provide a
plate warming rack and wind
shield, but this hood is made of
highly polished stainless steel
that tends to becoms dirty very
quickly, and to rattle if mot
secured properly. The winyl-
covered lid which covers the
hood when folded dovwn can be
slofted in place between the
cooker and the seat fo form a
working surface when thecooker
is swung out on its hinges. The
copker features two hotplates
and & grill, a full oven type is
ot available. The single gas
bottle is housed in 2 cupboard
onder the cooker, and takes up
a substantial amount of useful
storage space. It would have
been more useful to  have

designed a better stowage for

Above = The tiny wardrobe and rear
Sfacing seat

Left : The VW s unrivalled for its
fong distance ride comfort
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the gas bottles, possibly in a
cradle under the van. The tabla
io the centre of the van can be
erécted inside the van on ons
leg and two slide fxtures on the
gide of the van, ot can be put up
free standing outside on four
screw-in legs. If the occupants
want to travel without the table,
it stows betwesn the single seat
and the side of the van, where
it tends to rattle unless properly
wedped,

The main seats face forward
behind the table and are most
comfortable 1o travel on, being
well cushioned and set at the
right anple of recline. Alongside
the double seat is the sink, a
cool cupboard, water reservoir,
draining board and cutlery rack.
Behind the back seat is a Iarge
flat platform over the engine,
coversd with a single cushion,
which proved ideal for carrying
gmall  children in complete
gafety, main bed linen, and
coats and gumboots. A lift-up
rear door provides access to this
rear space.

. In slzeping configuration, the
main seat folds down level with
the rear platform to form a
generous and comfortable maio
bed over 6ft 5in. long and 3ft

10in.  wide. Two long, but of |

necessity  marrow, hammocks
swing out [rom the sides of the
roof. However, with young
children, it is obviously not
possible to put them to bed in
the roof bunks and then to
carry on cating and conversing
in the main body of the van, and
we discovered that by impro-
vising with coshions and the
table top we could rig up an
effective child’s bed in the front
of the vehicle and then screen
it off from the rest of the van
with a blanket.

There is a large storage box
under the main seat, and another
under  the individual =eat. A

Above : The cooker can be swung
right ont of the van—hiu don’f fry
Io cook in o breeze

Right : The vast matn bed space
With ane af ife Buwaks in place above

further storape cupbeard s
located in the back of the roof
above the rear cogine area,
However, there is not guite
encugh storage space for com-
fort, and the apology for a
wardrobe behind the individual
inside scat is absurd. Such
clothes as one can force in
through the parrow door teod
to snag and tcar on the sharp
hinges and door latches, and
there is not anyvthing like an
adeguate drop to allow them to
bang properly.

Driving the wchicle is a
ploasure. While the performance
i3 not exactly overwhelming,
the Volkswapen is no sluppard
away from the lights, and it can
more than hold its vwno In quite
fast moving traffic streams. It
will cruise happily all day at
65 to 70 mph, and the big wheels
and good ground clearsmee
mean that it iz not deterred by
really rough goinginthe explora-
tion of *“wild and woolly™ hinter
lands. The steering is light and
precise, the controls have a
feeling of being well-enpineerad
and durable, and the brakes are
light and powerful. The hand-
brake holds the van on the
steepest of slopes and the gear-
change, although having a long
travel across the gate, is precize
and fight. On radial-ply tyres
and with the new 517 wheel rims,
roadholding is good, although
the front wheels can break away
on wet roads when travelling
really gquickly. The rear-engine
layout, and the amount of
weight on the back of the vehicle
makes it rather susceptible to
side winds, especially on motor-
ways where it tends to get blown
around rather & lot.

When in sleeping configura-
tion the cutthins are pulled
round the wvehicle from. their
retaining straps. Ubfortunately,
guch is the grip of the pop

fusteners, we [ound several of
the sirips tearing Tather than
opening when one went to shut
the curtains. The curtains them-
selves huve their edpes trimmed
in Velero, so there is no possi-
bility of any chinks being left.

57

The Volkswagen is a well
engingered and  comfortabie
caravan for iwo. For more than
that number, however, space
gets a little eramped when it is
compared 10 other vans in the
range. =

Motor caravan conversion of the
Volkswagen Koambi

PRICES (including VAT)

EXTAAS

1,800 z.c.engine peck {includes

earvo Iwekes and radial Wyres) £174.05
“Motent” auxiliary tert to it

E210112

side of van £81.25
ACCELERATION

Dro3mph . 70 sec
LR L R 125 soc
Rro B0 mph ool i 188 sic
GwmBdmph . . ... 358 sec
Standing quartor-mile .. . 257 sec
Etomaliog ki ... L. 440 zec
In top gear:

2D A mph. e 174 sec
A0 1o B mph. ... .ooacaaaioa 1891 see
oD mph- . ool 28T soc

WEIGHT

With full water tank/contsinars (4 gals)
and half-full fuel tenk, 25-8 ewt (3,.2341b)
Dismibution, per cent: F, 44 R, 58,

FUEL CONSUMPTION
ODwarall, for 1,04 miles. ... .. 21-3 mpg
Typleal consumption. .. ... ... . 230 mpg
Qrada thres etar (B ootane R M)

BRAKES (from 30 mph in-neutral)
Load

200b g-'lﬂ B0
A0lb 0-22 137
BOlh 037 Bift
204]1+1 247 B4t
100N By B3t
1201k 63 dadt
1401 o-789 3
1805 083 32-Bt
Handbraks =34 Soft

Performance and data

DIMENSIONS

H eocterior, roofdown ... ... B 8 in

Hasdroom,. roofup (mak)........ Git1in.

R e R Bift din,

Langth (incl etep) ... ..., .. 1442 Gin

Beads: Mai. .., ...... Bit Shin. x 3t

Transwarsafsubsidiary 6it 3ln. w1n10k

[wide and)

1t Sin. (namow and)

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Cylimmers .. e 4

i A pERT e e A S3mm [3«68in.)

Bwolod ..ol BBrmwn [2-50in,)

Capachy ... 1,795 .o {1083 cu.In}
Comprassiomnratio ... ... .. T3t
Maximum power
68 (nat) bhp at 4,200 rpm
Maximem tongue
BE-5 {nat]) lb. ft at 3.000 rpm

TRANSMISZION
Goar sation:

Mph per 1,000 rpm : Top 167, 3rd 11:8,
2nd T2 131 3-8,

SUSFENSION

Front: Indepandent with torsion bar,
irailing link and anti-mll bar

Rear: Independant on 3-point mounling
with double jain axles

BRAKES

Dimensions :
F. 10:84in. dia. discs, 14mm thick pads
BE. 8-3in, dis., 55mm wide shoss

BATTERY
TZ-volt 46 amp br negative earth

TYRES
176-5R-14In. radizl ftubsloss
Marmal pressures: F, 30; B, 44 psi

FUEL TANK Capacity 12-4 Imp gallons
(56 fitres)
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VOLKSWAGEN : (Supplement xii) 15
GARAGE, Chobham Rd.. Su : 3
CHOBHAM, R, O s (o) 71382, ey }
V. F. MONACO MOTORS. VW
w Mu:ﬂm and  spares. 6 Astwood
M-an. Courifiedd R, 5.W.1, Fhone, 01370 2092, ity
CACAITE R ape,
[OLLIS MOTORS for Volkewagen in EKemt  Laoe it
caravans, ete.. svailable, —Bucke b
A sty A el e Daver (D) 206710, =
{41601 sl
COLPORNE,  GARAGES | LTD (the Volkswagen a5
5 _m for all inquiries. Canter- saly
ﬁ”ﬂhm. oe 710544, and Ripiey (Sumer), 236 i
Rd.,

HEW MOTOR CARAVANS
CETAVENS.

MOTOR CARAVAN CENTRES.
ARRY BD.. Losdon, SEIZ

Falm 01691 113% .
{ARDDT]1

NEW MOTOR CARAVANS
AGEN motor casavass, mew and  eeoond-
hand, immediate delivery. Chobham Rd. Garge,
mmW-m heee, - Ascot G100
[Elas ]

Fgm motorised caravans avaliable from stock and
fast delivery, Conmact Brew Brothess Lid, Ford
Distritenors, 131 OWd Brompion Rd., AT, | Phose
01373 399, CABGS



