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MOTOR CARAVAN TEST

VOLKSWAGEN
DEVON
CARAVETTE

By Stuart Bladon

Conversion designed for uss with optional
side awning. Sleaping sccommuodation for
two adults and a child, but two more adult
bunks included with optional elevating roof.

production, Devon Conversions. have

concentrated | their  main effort on
models based on the Volkswagen, and the
trade name Devon Caravetie is almost a5 old 2=
motor caravanning itself. The current model
tested here ig the intermediate one of the
Dewvon range which was first introduced soon
gfter announcement of the new WVolkswagsn
Microbus In auturmn of 1967, | costs £700
mora than tha Torvette, which is based on the
cheaper Kombi version of the Valkswagen in-
stead of the Microbus. The third model, £100
desrar, iz the Eurovette, similar to the Caravetts
but with extra items such as crockery and
cutlery, and including the side awning.

Generally we are against the dea of side
awnmngs, which seem to introduce an slament
of camping into motor caravanning and raduce
the convenlence and mobility of the vehicle.
But 1o some extent the design of the Dewvon
caravan i tailored to the use of 8 sida awning
for sdditional space, and one can s=e that the
ceravan will prove most convenient Wwhen
driven to a site and then installed with side door
oper, the tent annexe in uss and some of the
fittings, such as the cooker umit; moved out of
the caravan for extra spaca. One wauld - then
have very spacious and comfortable living ac-
conmodation.

Including fixing channels for the vehicle, and
ground sheet, the tent snpexe is moderately
pricad at £46 55 Another option is an elevating
raof with “bellows” sde piacas, transparant
windows, and an insulated panel inconpocating
an apening skylight. Strong spring loading in
the teleacopin side atruts makes it ezay to push
the roof up or pull it down, and holds it in the
fully open position giving 6ft Zin, headreom
over the main floor area.

Az 3 package with the elevating roof are fwo
rool bunks on tubutar frames which clip nto
positicn at sach -end of the roof opening. The

SINCE their sardiest days in motor caravan

burks taper and are cleverly arranged sar-
dine-wize to save epacar tha left bunk has its
wide end at the resr, and ths one on the fght iz
wide st the forward and. Whean out of use, the
bunks fold away and are neaty coverad by
plastic tnm sheats with prass stud fastenings.

The main bed is formad by drawing forward a
wooden base frame revealed after lifting out the
rear seat sguab! twa screw-in legs support the
forward part of the platform, and tha cushions
then reposition forming = gensrously largs
double bad ruch higher tham usual. |t linssup
with the rearmost cushion, in place owver the
rear-mounted angine. With the upper bunks,
this - large  double bed mskes toial sieeping
accommodation for four adults, and an optiona]
child’s bunk In the caly makes this a five-barth
modal, Big families could have additional beds
in the tent annexe,

For daytimme travel there are facing bench
seats, in addition 1o the cab saats, and the table
attaches to B beading on the side wall, and
gtands with a sing'e leg in position for the
dinatta, or can be used as a free-standing table
imsida or out of the wvan, with four screw-on
legs. As woll as revealing the pull-out platfarm
for the forward part of the double bed, removal
of the rear squab discloses two secret drawers
for clothes. In the same slot are another pair
of drawers, accesgsible through the tailgate.
Thers is no stop between tham., so that if the

drawer is pushed too far back from one end it

pushes the other out at the opposits snd.

The forward banch seat, immediataly bahind
the cab, 8 in three sections. On the right the
sguab. pulls forward to reveal quite 8 spacioue
wardrabs, The centre section i removable,
allowing walkthrough from the cab. Tha.left
section, near the eide door, 2 ramovable a5 a
unit, and incorporates the Easiccol food storage
locker and tha Gi-gal tank for fresh water. The
filler for the water tank protrudes through the
side of the cabinat, and is conveniently accass-
il by the side door for topping up. However,
although = push-pull pump and tap unit is
fitted, farther back on the left, there is no bulle-
in sink. A plastic bowl carfied loose makes a2
poor glternative to tha nommal motor caravan
featura of a built-in sink with runaway drein, as
ie standard on the Euroverte.

The cooker has two burners snd a goill and
is ‘again intended primariiy for outside use
—=arried out to the tent annewe, for sxampla. &
folding windshicle iz incorporated and there is
alzo-a folding frame to-support the cooler. All
thizs s=eems rather neediess complication, but
will perhaps be sppreciated: by some: who dao
not like cooking in the confines of & small
caravan.

A ot of epace is wasted, compared with rival
designs on other vans, in having the water tank,
gas bottle, and spare wheel all in the rather
limited caravan guarlers. But some space is
zaved by the fitting of usefully large roof-lockers
at the rear, which do not obatruect through
vision.

Compared with an sardler axample of the
latest Volkswagen Microbus tned in the winter
of last ywar, this one seéemed a lot quieter,
perhaps gaining from the sound-damping effect
af zeat cushions abowe and ahead of the air
cocled rear emgine. Ope can still hear the
engine ¢hurning away, particularly at the rather
high rewe in the gears which hawe to be usad for
adegquate performance, The gear changs is vary
light and smooth n action, but it is -rathar
springy—understandable in visw of the remote-
ness- of the control, The steering is also reason-
ahly positive. but the vehicle is badly affectad
by side winds.

On comers the handling is much better bal-
anced than the tail-heavy weight distribation
would lead one to expect, overstser coming in
only in vary hard comering. Much is owad hare
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- the improved rear suspension, using trafling
arms instead of swing axlss. The ride is quite
lively with a lot of plungs and recoil at the
front. The wehicle itself feels rgid. and the
conversion does not give fse to rattles.

Brakes ‘require’ firm pedal loads, and bad
slewing resulted with more than B0 1b on the
pedal, when efficiency is still only 0.7g. The
hest braking obtainable was 0.85g, with 3 lot of
ateering lock to counter the tendsncy to slew.
The handbrake on the test car may have naadad
adjustment; as it gave only D.22g with the
under-facia handle pulled out to the limit of
trawel.

Heating s standard, and is separately adjus-
table either side for hot or cold: Heat output
seemed 5o ample that the earlier model tried,
whose heater seemed so ineffective in winter,
must have been faulty. A splendid blast of frash
3ir is available from facia inlets in hot weather,
but by ram effect only-—thére s no boost
Trunking across the front doors pipes fresh air
o the main compartment.

Maximum speed is 68 mph, and on 8 motor
way the van can ba kept almost permanently on
full throtthe, with speed varying Quite appreciaky-
Iy aecording 1o gradient. |t certainly has the
Valkswagsn characteristic of being designed for
sustained full-throttle driving.

impert duty makes the Volkswagen Microbus
cxpansve over here, and by the time the exira
oost of an elevating roof has been added to the
Caravette, itz price is fully E300 more than
equivalent British-based models: but no doubt
the accepted reasons of ouality, durability and
reliability offset thisin the minds of many buyers.
This conversion by Devon will be particularhy
suitable for those with big families who like to
spraad out in g site when thay arive, and stay
put for the main part of the holiday. r
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VYOLKSWAGEN DEVON CARAVETTE

PERFORMANCE AND DATA

Metor caravan conversion of the Yolkswagen
Microbus by Devon Corversions. J. P \White-
Sidmouth, Alexandria Works. Sidmouth, Devan.

PRICES £ = d
Drevon Torvette ) B = S R
Deavon Caravette [as tested) b - e R
Devon Eurovette 1.338 0 D
Extras
Side awning, complete 48 & O
Child's bunk in cab 1o =
Camping Gaz and regulator 8 17 8
Mzlamine crockery for four -5 0
Stainbess stesl cutlery for four i (Sl A
Deven elevating roof, with twin

upper bunks H=Ha. -0 0
ACCELERATION

T T e e s e 7.Bsec
BTG | R O S | Ty [V,
Bio S mph o s 23 e
0o B0 mph . e e -
Einnd'muqunrtﬂr-mlh .........._....ZEJsac
Starding Km. . . .. .. ... .. .. ......480s¢c
In top gear:

20080 mph ... ... ... Tl AdsRE
0B mph .l D T ses
060 mph ... e 32 Beed
MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS Mph
Tnpirnean] SRR T

TR SN L ey

B e R i ey

WEIGHT

With full water tank (83 gdls) and hab-fall fue
tank 29,0 cwt. |3, 250 1b}

Distribution, per cent: F, 42,8: [, 7.4

PETROL CONSUMPTION
Crhearall, for 1,501 miles 20 4 mpg

Normal ranga 193-22 mg
Grada: Regular Z-star (#0-octane R}

BRAKES from 30 mph in neutrall

Equivalent
Pecal load slopping distance
in lb. Retardation  infest.
40 0.30g 100
60 nd8g 63
B0 0.683g 48
100 0.7 0g 43
120 0.80g 37.6
140 0.88y 35,4
Handbrake 0.22g 137
DIMENSIONS
Helght. axteriar, raof down Gft Qin,
Headroom. interiar, roof up Bft 2ir.
Lenoth. 144t Tin.
Width. Bt 11in.
Beds: Main Bft Zin. x4 2in,
at rear, 3t Gin. wide at front
Falding bunks: Bft din, = TH 10in.

tapering to: Tt 2in

TYRES ]
7.00-14 in. tubed.
Mormal Pressures: F. 28: R, 38 pai

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Cylindara o, hnrizuntally oppesed
| R e LR . B5.5mm 12.3%in.)
CIRTE o [ BSmm {2.72in,}
Capacity .. 'I !334: o. {26 G ouin.
Cnmpmaﬂunmﬂo TS o |
Maximum power . 47 {natlbhp at¢4l:H:I e

Maximum tarque 766 (net) Ib.f. 5t 2,200 rpm

TRANSMISSION

Gear ratioz

B ) e A o e T v ek I
Third D 0= = W e e S L L
Seebnd s s LR o s e e e
R s L e e e e U
Sy o R e s A TS e B
Final Drive

Rypobdboval i s S aA TS e
SUSPENSION

Front: Independent.  transverse torsion  bars,

talescopic dampers. and torslon arms.
Fimar: Independent, wansverse torslon bars and
trailing links: double-jolnied hall shafis and

-1elescopic dempars.

BRAKES

Dimengions: F, 10 in. dia; 2.2 in. wide shoes
R ik ofa, 1.8 i wide shoes

Sweopt aras: 252 30.in. (total)

BATTERY
12-volt, 42-amp. hr, positive aarth

FUEL TANK
Capacity 12 tmp. Gallons (B0 fitres)
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Volkswagen Motors have opened
the third of their UK parts wars-
houses at Trowbrdge, Wiltshire.
The new warshouse  stocks
£54 000 worth of WV spares and
£lan sorves 28 & distribution point
for new wehicles, Over 200 new
YWs ¢an be accommodated in the
camprakind thare,

o H. Jennings, -chairman and man-
aging direstor of J, H. Jennings
and Son Lid, of Sandbach, Che-
shire until his retirement in 1963,
died recently. He founded the
company in 1919,

APPOINTMENTS AnND
RETIREMENTS

Soveral board changes have been
made’ by Armstrong  Patents Co,
Ltd  and thelr helding company,
Armstrong . Equipment . Lid, F
Hardstona has resigned trom the

Farsr ArE IYIETL.

Dennis B. Steane is market execu-
tive, sutomobile industry, for the
British Aluminium Ce. Ltd. H. M,
Bigford, who was the company's

FParls proecs being loaded & Volkswagen Matars” new Trowbridge
Wiliamaon, menager af VW's serive snd parts divielon (see fefe)

fere AdAFLIASELT ot WA FLARIE QIR Al

Ltd., Dunfarmlinag; R. M, Gover, &
C. Penman Lad, Dumfries; A, &
Halley, Fidelity Motor Services
Lad, Kirkealdy; K. Q. Hailey, Hal-
lay's  Garags Ltd, ‘Milngavia: J

Attt e Fa FIOYO TAES -joinad tha
bodrd of Cosalt Ltd, Grimsby. He
i3 managing diractor of the Cosalt
caravan division, manufacturars of
the. Safarl and Abbey range of
touring caravans.

warafouse, which was openad recermly by Ban
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VINTAGE CARS
C- AN 5. GARAGES LTIy, proodiy ofer—

384T
e | A 'T.rnimr: OODOIun ks for the corhugasse collearne,

=2, rodia,
=9

5, Smity AIE Armstrang - Sigdeley 14 hop: il
Bt, Ol-ppi :;;_:Il-mm_:pb:.-d 28,000 miles froen nef,  the ?ﬂ%?ﬁm:w‘.ﬂ
1 an :h: velicle cannet be described through ihe mediom ot
HORE, e mil - vou #y mee apd then beleve. Phone
itk groen, M. Prige, Mo pamd i
H’-"}ﬁ% PI'LE-W-\R. TaC T MG aline prdmedanii :
ke | doviel. pndey 34Trs o Cveetai BEoryie, L
. absodute > :
2510 Ford Toder VA sedau, fefihmnd i |
-u'«'hﬁ 1932 couidiliin, £335. Phone M:-«;"i:ﬂ_"c' (e

| FLEY & Mopaco, 1557, vandalieed -hz
R oléte,  aabie, £ 1r‘r'.=_r.'au-hl:'hnl?dgfpﬁﬂgﬁmm-
farke For | (443

4. Pliooe ERBY Bentley jou H
L D =y 3. 3% =prets scloon,  £450: A
15w | o :.ilamgsr.uund_ 1934 €200 Ewchane: cansidered Tﬂ?'.:
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