™Moter 620 November 19, 1958

st Road Test No. 35/58—— .

Make: VW Type: Devon Caravette Mk. I r

Makers: Caravan conversion by Lisburne Garage, Babbacombe Road,
Tquua‘f, Devon, based upon Volkswagen Microbus imported by VW Mators Ltd,, 32-34 St. John's Wood
Road. London, N.W.8.

TRACK::
FROMT 45

Test Data REAN 44ty

Warld copyright reserved; nn unsutharized
reprductioq in whalé ar in part

COMNDITIONS 1 Weather + MiTd- and dry with
thederale beeere, [Tedmparature 467-50°F., Barometer
FLA—=30.0 in. Mg} Surfooe: Damijr and dry tarred
maendam dand rancreds.  Feel: Indermediate-grode

CVERALL WIETH 3-F i
—'~—._._‘|_“ 1

pamp perrsl (opprax, 85-P0 Recearch, Machod Dorane
Razing.

IHETRALUMENTS

Spsadometer oz 30 m.poh . as 4% fast
Spedomorer at &0 mop.h, i on A Tast
DHstance recorder 3 s oy WCCUTADE
WEIGHT

Eark waight luniaden, but with all,

eoolant and foel for approse 50 milew) 23] cwi.
Fronfrear discribucion of kerch wwight 4458
Waight laden 1 tested = i 2w

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Flying Quarear Mila

HMean of lour apposice rone -, - B
Bt ane—wiy rimas eguals - B gl
M aaimile ™ Sseed (Tim=d quartar mils slcer
ane mille agcelarating from rees. |
Muan of four opposite Tans ., o LR mpsh
Biit anz-way tims squals 5 oo BOLE m.poh
d in Geurs
ax. speed in 3rd ganr | b e 4B m.ph,
M apesdd in Ind geer | Ay . M maphs
Max: speed in TaE gesr | 3 o VEm.pah,

FUEL CONSUMPTIOMN

435 o pog. o conpant 0 mopoh, TR lavel
39.0 m.p.g. @t convtant 30 m.ph, on evel
348 mopoy. ot convient 41 m.p k. on Tovel
10.5 m.p.g. at constant 50 mop.h. on fevel

Overall Fusl Consumptlon for 450 miles, 16.9
rxllone, esgusls 271 mopag. (F04 ficrea! 100 k.
{Duut'l foal fonsimption test shortensd by
diitanss recardor failure.)

Taurlng Fuel Consumpiian th‘i_'!-ll-!- ot gtaady
spead midway bacween 30 mp h. and muximum,
lass 5% sifpmunce far sccaleracion). 305 mog.

Fusl tane capaciny (maker's figure) 8.8 gallen,
including 1.1 gailon reserve.

SEATS MOT AD|USTABLE

STEERING ACCELERATION TIMES from standstlll ACCELERATIOM Times on Upper Raclos

Turnlng cirels bacwean ek 030 mop:h: ., L e e on Y ame Top gear Ird gear
Lalt : : s " ve 3| lpet 040 mph. o o i ee TESmes  10-Eepih o e 155 sme, B ame.
Right : TEL e e 1 N A0 miphe o 0 e e es VGaec  20-80mrph e Tdee, W

Turas of steering whee! [ram lock to fock 1 Smanding guartar mie .. .. .. 26Fass  N-SEmph 0w D e =

BRAAKES fram 30 mup.h.

0.52g retardstian (equvalent vo 384 [ atopping discanca}with 110 b, pedal pressiiis HILL CLIMBING mt susea]ned staady speads

0,73 ramardacion [equivaleas to 411 sopsing d'..lum:ni with T5 Ib, pedal prajsura Miw. gradieny ar top gear 1 in 160 {Tapley 140 |k fron)

0.54p retardation tegquivalant to 56 fo. papping dismance) with 30 1o, pedal prasiurs Mue. gradiont an ded guar || 1 is 3.7 (Tepley 230 1. /ton)

0,20g recardunson jequivalent ta 150 fr soepping destance) with I5 b, poidal prasine i, pradient an Ind pea 1 im b {Topley 3335 1k, Jpan)

{1, Heater abr digtrlbitar, 3, Heoadlamp dip
swinch. 3, Hardbrka. 4, Gear lever. §, Choke
contral. &, Hessr eontrol. 7, Fuel on/off?
reserve cock, B Radia conprols, B Wini-
scraspn wipers swieh. 40, Body rear light
switch., 11, Headiamp high beamwarning lght.
12, lgnliban and scarter switch, 13, Lights
wwilteh ase panel Lighe rheostas. 14, Dirsction
indbarar switch, -15, Horn bultas, 16,
Diymamo chargs {iad essling tyitam) warning
lighe. 17, DiFsctian endicitar warnlng Hgkt.
18, Speedorage’ and distance recorder. 19,
O pressurs warning lighe
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The VW Devon Caravette

A Caravan Conversion Based on the Volkswagen Microbus

OVOR caravuns as o spéties huve
merils and demerifs in relation to
trailer-type. carmvans ~which - are

guite straightforwand: given that only
limited  accammodation s necded, the
self-propelled caraviin is foster, more

mianmuvrable, probably more cconomicil
and can be parked on any site which will
wocept & car; moreover with two up the
Caravette restarted onon -in-3 gradient
Un the debit side, it is less comlortnble 1o
it 0 or drive than the family cir which
would ordinarily be wsed os a tug, and
the caravin parl necessarily acconipanics
the driver like Misiy's little lamb, whethe
it B wanted or not, A lypical [nuler coarn-
vanning motoris: might bave a maxinaum
speed of 75 ‘muph. with' the caravan leli
ut home, or 3 moph; (legal) maximum
when towing,  whereas  the molor-
cargvanner hux 60 mph. availible every
day.

The Devon Cuaravetie produccd by
Lishurne Garage, of Torquay, comes
somewhere aboul the middle of the price
range of these vehicles, a proportion of
the cost being acéounted for by the duty
on the mporied Volkswagen Mierobus
on which it i5 bused, although vehicles of
this type ure nol subject to purchase tax,
A acorwsan, it offers socommodhldoen,

In Brief

Price, a3 tested, £930 (Mo purchase tax)

Capacicy 1192 ce
Unladen kerb weight 12} ewt.
Accelaration ;

20-40 m.p.h. Intop gear .. 16,4 5ec,

0-50 mup.h. through gears 31.0 sec,
Maximum direct top pear

gradient 1in1&
Maximum spaed 58.2 m.p:h.
# Maximile " spoed 58:2 m.p.h
Touring fuel consumption .. 30.5m.p.g.

Gearing : 15.1 m.p.h. in top gear &t 1,000
ropems ;360 mopoh. at 1000 i fmin
platon speed.

The spacesaving boxy thipe of the YW transporter body, with fully
forward contrel and the engine at the extreme rear leaves a clear cencral
“giloon ™ for caravan eguipment.

cooking and washing lacilities  [but no
[avavary} for two adolis and two small
children, while n tentl attachment, which
s availablé us an extr, would help o
heEse more af the eight people who can
be transported in .

As noehr. the Carnvelie’s mosl surpris-
ing quality is lis compaciness. By the
stamdurdy of private moloring, eight-senter
capacity  soggests o large and possibly
climbersome vehicle.  Such. however, is
the saving In space achicved by the rear
engine, full-width mteriar and more par
ticularly  the forward-contrel  driving
position, that the overall length is approxi
mately 6 in, more thon thot of o Hillman
Minx and the widith abowt the snme as
that of a Ford Conaul, With o turning
circle between kerbs of only 344 ft,
it is thus dimensionally quite convenien!
and once the driver is scoustamed
to it the Carpvette edn o even be
easter fo park in some circom-
stances than an ‘ordinary chr,

Forward control—meaning o
driving position uhead of the front
wheels—will  be  strange  and
possibly dapniing at first to the
majorilty of car drivers. In proctice
few ol them will fmil © adapt
quickly to the “eab™ of the
Volkswagen. The firsl impression
inevitably is of being very high off
the ground, with hittle in fromnt snd
a great deal behind, The bench
scat s fairly dpright and noo-
adjustable, which is inconwenment
from the point . of wiew of
Ona steps up inta the fully fer-
wrd driving comparcment which
provides unrescricted - forward
visien from the non-adjustabla
bench seat. Mear-vertical stegr-
ing ocolumn, slickly positive gear-
change snd powerful handbrake

are netable features,

comtart, but less so in regard o control
hecuuse all the pedals are pushed down
wards rather than forwerds; the sieering
wheel on an almost verticdl eslumn is also
unfamilinr. Fhere, however, the difference
eénds. The steering is Jight, but with i1
mig wheel itis mot 5o mditect ag to destooy
precidion,  aad 0 in. foct | more
responsive than many orthodox cars, with-
syt suffering from road reactiom, . The
shsence of 'a bonnet or front wings 1o
wim by proves o be no hamdicap ar all,
purtly  because the wehicle is natgrally
straight-ronning and partly becsuse the
height of the driving seil gives i perapece
five wiew of the road which is of asionish-
ing uselulnéss, Far from inching nervously
through  heavy traffic, o driver  sitling
above potentinl obstacles and surveying
them over an almost uninfernmied 180
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The engine Is ina compartment below the small single
bunle at the extreme rear 2nd 18 illuminated at pight,
This pleture shows dipstick access.

wide double nearside doors open on the Interior, which has two wide

facing bench seats (2 table ¢an be clipped between them), 4 ‘water tanlk

aboiie 2 cald-store fond eabinet, and a hinged washbasin on theforward door.

are of vision, should soon b able 1o stecr
through gaps of minimum width with
great confidence, A indidentul advan
tage for touring is @njoyment of 4 view
of lurge parts of (he couniryside which
ure coneealed from other: motorisis By
hedees and wlls.

To revert 1o steering control, a bitle
practice 15 pecessary to estimate the posi-
tion ef the rear wheels when backing into
a kerbside parking place. ‘Three driving
mirrors-arce cspecinlly useful as the sliding
side  windows do nol allow the driver
to put his hezad oni very éasily, but the
Cprpvelte shares with sintion wagons the
parking advantage fhat, although placed
rather high up, the rear window i the
rearmost part of the vehicle.  As supplied
for test, the front wheels were fitted with
normal - Michelin, and the rear with
Michelin X wire-reinforced (yres, produc-
ing m consistent understecring tendency in
contrast to the Volkswigen saloon with
which many people are (amdliar,
Although the understeer 13 00D EXCESSIvVE
under normal conditions, it can be pro-
voked 1o the point of front-wheel shding
if a very sudden turn is attempled on
wel road.

Like the steering, the throtile control
is smonth and responsive, snd 1.2 hives
propel 224 ewt, through n Lrapsmission
with an overnll mtio eguivalent 10
15 mph, per 1000 rpam. much more
briskly thun might have been feared, The
nir-cooled epgine needs the choke [or
morning starts only afier o night frosi,
und worms up almost instantly. Designed
for maximum power ai oo niore than
3.0 rpm., it withstands  continuous
full-throttle driving with no measurable

wil consamption, and ne apparent adverse

effect apart from slight pinking and
runming-on if straight commencinl-grade
fuel §s psed. A mixture of about half

G2

commercial and half  prentiom grades: 18
n satisfactory compramise,  The inherent
balance of an opposed Tour-cylinder, and
ila remotencss Trom the driving compart
ment, muke the engine reasomably. anob
trusive unless it B4 pressed hard at Tow
speeds i too high a pear.

The rather leisurely performance indi-
caterd by the Goures recorded with thid
repart s borne eut on the road, where
drivers given to hurrying must be pre
pared [ov, say, 2 35 mph, average when
they  wonld normally éxpect 40 ta 45
m.p.h, over a longish run, It is, in any
case, necessary to mike full nse of the
four-specd gearhox, and every encourage-
ment 15 given byoan exccllent ceniral gear

changs with the Porsche-type, virfually

wnhestahle, synchromesh on the wpper
three gears, The seal being fixed, all
drivers have to stretch rather far forward
to engage first or third, while reverse gear
—pparded by o push-down cafch—pgener-
ally presents something of o struggle.

Traction is very good, which could be
a considerable advantape for coravanners
parking off the rond, Soft suspensicn
and the absence of a propeller shaft s
g shock-absorber combine to make the
transmission  rather  smatchy  umdér
gcceleration in the indjrect gears, wharéas
the clutch it definitely in the privafc-car
category for lighiness and smoothncss.
Little need be said about the brokes
except that they appear Lo be perfectly
adequate  to the performunce of the
machine (no oppostunity oeeurred 1o tes!
the Caravetle in mountainous country),
and that a full load would probohiy
improve | on the bost stopping  figure,
which was ifaken with the reéar wheels
just locking. The hond brake is a sensible
and powerful wifair with a lever on the
foor.

Instrments and midor conlrols for the

The VW Devon Caravette

drivers bive been kept to - serviceahle
minimum. The single dial, illeminated
at night by & lamp with.a rheostal switch,
contains . 4 speedometer  fnd distance
recorder, with coloured waming lights for
gil pressure, pencrator, headinmp main
benmt and  direction indicatsrs.  The
latter are of the now rare semaphore [ype,
under the control of = fnger-tip switch
beteath the steering column. which s
frequently cancelled from its left-turn
position by o long-leeped driver. roising
his knee (o operate the clutch. A Key-
giarter’ is firted, while there are knobs
i1 the bortam of the deal bolkhead ol
choke. heater ond fuel, the nine-gallon
wnk including p reserve of just over a
aallon,

Caravelle comliorl has (wo  aspecis:
mobile and statfonary. For the driver
and front-seal passenger, forward control
magnifies the up and down motion of
soft but quite firmiy damped springing,
and thiz: together with comparnlively
restricted leg room makes about oocouple
of hoors the longest period for which
most people will want to drive withoot
n hreak. In hot weather vedtilation is
provided by sliding windows and hinged
panels on the [ront doors, hinged quarier
lights and o eold-air intoke in' the roof
which cnm he ducted to cool elther the
front or rear compartments, or both. In
winter the outsida dir is efficiently kepl
it bay  exeept for ofe or twio rather
picreing draughts around the pedals and
control levers, onid counterpcted by o
good volame of hot alr from the engine,
delivered #also to front or rear at foot
level, as well as onto ke windscredn For
demisting . Under eeitbim wind conds-
tions. fomes from the exhaust teilpipe
pppear (o fAnd their way info the engine
hay sofficiently to make the heate
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The VW Devon Caravette

nnusahle by peaple ¢speciully sensitive to
curhim monaxide:

For travelling, the sccommodation in
the main part of the Caravette vonsists of
two - wooden seats covered with [oam
ruither mattresses which, while excellent
in bed form. are loo thin for - heavy
passenger comfort and accupy all bl
ahoiit 13 in, of the foll width. This extra
spuce is filled by a crockery cupboird and
i Calor gas cooker on the righl {Le., rear)
of the double-side doors, wnd on the left
by & 4i-gallon wauler lank bBeneath which
is an Osokool “refrigerator” of the wates
evaporation type. Ministry of Transpor
regialations  insist that the Calor gas
eylinder, carried alongside the engine,
should be placed on the ground ouiside
before being coupled by rubber fube 1o
1he piping system which feeds the cooker
and an dnleriod lamp above ik

The caravan cguipment is pleasantly
atyled and  excellently  finished, con-
sidering  fs  necessarily | lightweight
constroction. A Formicn-topped  table
i normally stowed . above the child's
bunk which covers the enging compart
ment: for meals the table fits in thie centre
al the Moor rigidly eénough to remain
guite stéady through all kinds of driving.
whije for sleeping it fits between the
pench - seuls, when ‘the Four tatlored
muttresses just fill its length to make a
double bed. A pood deal of locker space
is contrived beneath and hehind the seals,
and in the rear there is'a** wardrobe ™ at

the side deep enough Tor waisi-lengih

chats. -Beside the watér tank 5.8 plastic

623

As arranged for sleeping, the sears make up into a double bed supporced by the
table In the centre, There s a single bunk for a child at the rear and a second
child could be aceemmadated an the driving seat.

hasin which can be hinged Jdown into
pakition when the door s open.

A lmatation on all currfenl  motor
caravans is the height of the Mloor made
necessary, if not by a propeller shaft, by

.the ground ‘clearance of the vehicle in ifs

hasic form. In this respect il niny be
mentioned (hat the ground clenrance of
the VW chossis Is imcrensed by using
reduction gears at cach  rear wheel
Becouse of the fAcor height It '1s Dot
pogsible for mpst adulls o stand . up.
although in fine weather this warild be 3
pessibility with the de-Iuxe version which
pumbeis among s extrn amenitics a
sliding roof, In any cuse, the limitation
is not likely to be regarded as being seri-
ois, 1F one is 1o predict o market for the

Caravette, it would seam to be divided
between commercial travellers i need of
a mabhile office and an occasional bed,
snd holiday couples: with only one or
possibly two children; inoeither cuse they
would probably pitch camp near-fo o
house or hotel on most occasions, so thal
there would be no need to live in the
vehiele for long periods:.  For holidaying
geonomically there must be a consider-
able future for the molor  Cormvan
through hire-car companies who can use
the characieristics of molor caravans
such as this throughour & lasger part of
the year than can most privite malorists

The Warld Copyright of ehds ariicle and ifustration: @
stricily feserved ) Tempde Peass Limited, 1938

Specification

Englne
Cylindars 4 horsonmally oppossd fair cooled)
Bora i 5 7 mm.
Srraks il mm.
Cubic cagscivy 1192 e
Plzton ares 18,8 35, in

Valw=s O how. {pushrody)
Compreidlon raria (28]

Carburetter Batew 78 PCI downdraughe

Fued pama Mechanical
Ignighizn timing control Centrifugsl
il filcer Sucthon srralner (znd oil malar)
Maw. pawer (grass) 36 b, h_p, ax 3,700 ropm.
{mat] 30 bohpe wt 3,909 ropom.
Pisean speed gt mas. (groas) b, 1555 i /min.
Tranambision
Cluteh + . Eingledry plais
Top grs {3/m) 505
Ird prae uim) .54
Ind pewr (v m} 114
14t pear 1
Reyierse I
Prapallar thafr Mang (rewr gnginep
Final drive : 4, 4/1 wpiral hevel
Top gear moph on 1000 rpom, 151
Towm gear m.o.h, 2k 1,000 fc/min. pasen
speed . A . A6
Chassis
Brakms ., b Hydraulie {1 |5, [fanc)
Brake Drum musraal diametor .08 in.
Fricthen lining ara P i
Suspanzion
Fromt . independenc by trailing linke
mnd lami gorsion bars
Remr | Indepamdent by ywinging hail
uxles, trailing Pl arm
and torsion bars
Chack abrorbery

Teleseapic dovble-acting
hydraulic

Faw cam and lever, with
hydraplie dampar

Tyres §.40-15 (Michelln " X " ot rear
of test mnded)

Seeering gear

Coachwork and Equipment

Starting handla Teu

Batrery mounting Alnngyide rear anging,
: an Fig

fach " Y Beval-goared scrow

willar jack

|acking poino 4 pxearnel spckers under

oy skdes

Seandard tool kit Fap beit, starzing handbe, ek,
pquare * koy, plers, 1 schewdrivers, 2 bom
spamneis  and  tomoy  bar, 1 double-pnded

EEERATET

Eximriar llghts + 3 headlamps with piiot bilbs, 1

rail Imips, srop lamp, mimbar phate lamp.

Mumber of sbecorical fusss [}

Directian indicators Semaphe-u Cype. ran

will-cancelling

Electrical twosblade,

nan selparking

Windscreen washers Plann

Bum vizary i ; Cpa

|FikFiments | Spesdomecer with  mon-decimal,

nor=Crip distance Fecarder

Warining lighes ; Dynamo chargse, oll pressure,

eadlamp main bram, dirscrion indiescors

Windscreen Wipers

Maintenance

Surgp 4.4 pings, 5.4 E. J0/20W. - Excreme st
5.AE. 30 pxtreme cold, 585 10,

Gearbiow and rear axls unit 4.4 pines, 5.A.E. W3
ear ol (bolow freezing. LA E BN

Ragr hub reduction gears 0.4 pincs each ol rear
axle ol

Stprring gear lutirsane 5.A.F. 90 goar all
Coaling system £ pecicy _. mil jair cosled)
Chasyis lubricaron By greaue gun ewery 1,200
miles to 15 paino

Ignition timiag 73" bolore ed.c. static
Canacehreshnr gap B0 I,
£ ing mlug tvpe  Bosch WIZ5TY, Bern T25M14ud,
P Ladys H14 or HH, cmg i
L7, AC 43, Autolice AEE or

AERS, or KLG FTO

Sparking plig R oA oo UOET ik

Lecks :
Wich igmition ey .. Ignitian fatarcers
switch, driver's door. oide and rear doars

With athar keys = . Bpumre Loy |odcks
anging and fusl fllar covern
Glowa locker: .. Mlans

Map pockets Twa in front daar
Parval sheboe @ Full-widih dhall below fatis m&-
Ashtrays @ Cine on facis gansl, one iy resr of ¥
Cigar hghzary Mone
interige lights . Twe i reof (slye rhoeosat-oon-
wrolled speadomator lightingl
interior hazoer | Vyarm air from angine cylinders
ducted to windzereen and iroant and resr com-
parements, Al unheared dresh mir  incake
abava windeoresn.
Car radio, Crptional gxrra
Upholery miaterial ; Plasts in driving sompare.
ment, {abirig in e comparment
Hyhbar mat in lroot.
linabasm in ress
Exearinr colours stencardized ;
e ewo-tone aa mandard modal.
Two pap-tane on-de Luxe vl
Altarnative hody styfes - Alternacive Mark i vor-
gien ol Carayaten, srd B=gac VW Microbu

Floor cavering

Valen timing i Inlet epens 34" Befors ol and
choaes 374" aftar bod.c.; exhaue openy 174 mafore
todc and choaes 247 after vd.e.

Tapper clenraness (cold) nbor and exhau 0004 in.

Eroens wwhenl tBa-ia 0,040 in. unisden (0L060 to

0203 in. faden]

Camber anghs AP 40" - 30
Cagtor l-'n[rl = %
Srecting vwivel ain inclinatian o L
Tyre presjurs :
Frarr 28 [
Rpar " 330k,
Brahe fiid b il

Beriery cype snd capacty .. Bvalt, '.I'.llnmp_ hF,
Mizeellansaus :  Fan  balt sengion of pir-conled
engine thould be adjusced eo sltow B in, aide
wayy dalflacrion nder finger pressure. Every
2,4& males clean engine ol stralnn and mag-

notie drain plugs of transmaskon

cS




